Wildfire Prevention Tips – Campfire

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

Tips:
· Never leave a campfire unattended. Even a small breeze can cause a fire to spread rapidly. 

· Keep a bucket of water and a shovel near the campfire. 

· When putting a campfire out, drown it with water. Stir the fire with water and dirt until all the fuel is cold to the touch. Never leave a fire until it is out cold. 

· Campers are also asked to be careful with gas lanterns, barbeques, gas stoves and anything that can be a source of ignition for a wildfire. 

· Help kids keep burning sticks and twigs in the fire.  Keep plenty of water handy and have a shovel for throwing dirt on the fire if it gets out of control.

· Drown fires with water.  Make sure all embers, sticks, and coals are covered with water. Stir thoroughly to ensure all material is wet.  

· Feel with your hand to make sure all coals and embers are dead out!

· Start with dry twigs and small sticks.  Keep the campfire small.  A good bed of coals or a small fire surrounded by rocks gives plenty of heat. Use an existing fire ring if it is safe to do so.

· Never leave a campfire unattended. Even a small breeze could quickly cause the fire to spread.

· Keep plenty of water handy and have a shovel for throwing dirt on the fire if it gets out of control.

· Stir the remains of the campfire, add more water and stir again. Be sure all burned material has been put out and is cold to the touch.

· Be sure your match is out cold. Break it so you can feel the charred portion before discarding it.

· Feel all materials with your bare-hand; start with the back of your hand. 

· Campfires may be banned if wildfires are likely. Watch for signs and obey them.

· These drought-stressed areas will not be aided by small amounts of rainfall.  The wildfire danger will continue until we see a significant change in the weather pattern.  Restrictions may include:  No campfires, No smoking outside of vehicles, No off-road-vehicle use.

· Unattended or abandoned campfires cause many wildfires.  If campfires are authorized in your area, here are some important things to consider when building a campfire: Clear a campfire site down to bare soil.

· Build a fire ring out of rocks. Keep the fire small (less than three feet in diameter) with no less than a five-foot clearance around it.

· Never leave a campfire or B-B-Q grill unattended. Even a small breeze can cause a fire to escape and spread rapidly.

· REMEMBER:  Check before you go

· If campfires are allowed, campers should keep them very small, never leave them unattended, and make sure embers are “Cool to the Touch” before they leave the area.

· Only use B-B-Q’s or gas grills allowed in designated recreation sites.

· Camp and warming fires – just because there is no smoke doesn’t mean the fire is out.

· When finished with charcoal, dunk them in water and place them in a metal container.

 Wildfire Prevention Tips – Equipment

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

Tips:
· Spark arresters required on all internal combustion engines on public lands.

· Don’t park vehicles on dry grass or vegetation.

· Make sure vehicle undercarriage and engine compartment is clear of debris.

· Make sure the catalytic converter is functioning properly.

· Never park vehicles on dry grass or vegetation. Catalytic converters and other metal parts can superheat, causing a fire.  

· Operate equipment only where designated.  

· Spark Arresters: All OHV’s with internal combustion engines are required by law to have a USDA Forest Service approved spark arrester when used on federal lands.

· Have an approved spark arrester or exhaust system.

· Do not park on dry grass, exhaust pipes and catalytic converters are sometimes glowing hot.

· Travel only on approved roads and trails.

· Know where you are permitted to drive.

· Motorists help reduce the number of human-caused wildfires by driving only on improved roads.  

· Driving motorized vehicles including cars, pickups, motorcycles, and All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) across dry grass may start a fire.  

· Follow all public-use restrictions and access closures – It is important to check with local fire agencies about any closures before venturing off road. 

· Keep vehicles off dry grass – Exhaust systems can heat up to 1,000 degrees and ignite adjacent grasses and shrubs.

· Check your spark arrester – Before heading outdoors clean your ATV spark arrester. This will reduce the chance of a spark starting a wildfire.

· Be prepared - Carry a shovel and a fire extinguisher in your vehicle and ATV.

· We can all make a difference in reducing human-caused fires during this season of high fire danger.

Wildfire Prevention Tips – Fireworks

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

If you are in an area where the use of fireworks are allowed please use the following tips:

Tips:
· Use fireworks outdoors and in a safe area away from fields, grassy areas, and buildings.

· Use fireworks in parking lots, driveways, and gravel or dirt areas.

· Follow instructions carefully, with close adult supervision.

· Let fireworks cool then, soak them in water before disposing of debris.

· Keep a bucket of water, wet towel, and a garden hose nearby.
Remember, fireworks of any kind are NEVER allowed
on federal lands.

Wildfire Prevention Tips – General

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

Tips:
· Fire danger is extreme, support your local fire department, and follow all fire restrictions.

· Remember fire prevention is everyone’s responsibility.

· It is the windy season and the conditions are dry.  Be prepared to be responsible with fire.  Know and follow the fire restrictions at home and while visiting your National Grasslands and Forests.

Wildfire Prevention Tips – Hunting

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

Tips:
· Protect your wildlife resource.  Be safe with fire.

· Don’t let wildfire ruin your hunt.  Be careful with fire.  Follow all fire restrictions.
· Don’t park in tall grass or weeds.

· Never use steel core ammunition.

· If you use black powder ammunition during very hot dry conditions, check shooting area when you are done.
Wildfire Prevention Tips – Smoking

Select the tip(s) that fit your situation.  Then use them on a variety of products: tip cards, posters, flyers, talking points, news releases, employee education sessions, book marks, PSAs (public service announcements), etc. Be creative.

Potential ways to distribute the products listed above:  

· PSAs / news releases - radio stations, TV station roll-around, newspapers 

· tip cards/posters/flyers/handouts – local merchants (motels, restaurants, grocery stores, etc), Forest Service front desk, civic and community meetings, campgrounds and when contacting people on patrol, fishing derby, any special event

· flyers/tip cards - mail-outs by the electric and telephone companies, chamber of commerce, general Forest Service correspondence

Tips:
· When smoking is permitted outdoors, safe practices require at least a 3 foot clearing around the smokers.

· Crush smokes dead out.

· When smoking in a vehicle, use your ashtray.

· Smokers must be careful. Please make sure every match and every cigarette is out cold.  Always use your ashtray when possible!

· The threat of wildfire is not a joke, clear an area to mineral soil or be inside a vehicle or structure when you smoke.

