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Fire Prevention Tips of the Week
January 12, 2009
Tip #221
Have you heard the phrase “Happy New Year”?  

Well…have a good one during 2009!

FIRE PREVENTION CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

· Firefighters not exposed to unnecessary risks

· Loss of structures reduced

· Reduced cost for fire suppression

· More resources for natural caused fires

January 19, 2009

Tip #222

Fire Prevention and Education Teams can make a difference when an area has an increase in human-caused fires when fire danger rating is very high or extreme.

January 26, 2009

Tip #223

Never underestimate your school programs. The children will remember lessons taught. Case in point, I have a 7-year old granddaughter (came for a visit) and was playing with molding clay. She created (without prompting) a scene with trees, a campfire and Smokey. She told the following story. The campers left a fire going and Smokey came to put it out. She asked, “Grandpa, am I Smokey’s helper?” We all know the answer to that question.

We are in the grip of winter and she was thinking of Smokey, camping and in her own way “fire prevention.”

February 2, 2009

Tip #224

Are you thinking about spring and cleaning up the yard? Now would be a good time to check your gas powered equipment.  

·  Spark arrester in working order?

·  Debris removed from around the engine?

·  Bearings greased?
There are benefits from making sure equipment is in good working order. Time spent now won’t take time away from your spring projects…and if you use any equipment near or on public lands it will be less likely to cause an unwanted wildfire. If you look outdoors and see snow (about 3 feet of snow looking out my window)...spring will come!

February 9, 2009

Tip #225

Spring cleanup should include an inventory of your trees, shrubs and flowers. Not the number of each…but a list of what you need to do. 

· Do you need to limb up trees that are now taller?  

· Do shrubs need to be thinned or removed?

· Do you need to clean up last year’s dead vegetation?

Me, I’m still moving snow, clean up won’t happen until… 

February 17, 2009

Tip #226
Are you thinking about planting trees this spring? Maybe you are thinking about planting along a property line; look up before you start digging. If there is a power line overhead, adjust your placement to avoid a power line/tree conflict. Before digging, make sure underground cables have been located. The locating company needs a 48-hour notice before you dig. As I was looking up information on locating services, the ad read “IT'S THE LAW”…dial before you dig, fence or burn ditches.  

All you wanted to do is plant a tree.

March 9, 2009

Tip #227

Look around… Do you have enough spacing between trees, so the trees won’t be a problem if a fire burns through the area? What about ground cover and brush (shrubs); will it carry a fire through the area? Physics 101, reducing vegetation will reduce fire intensity? The more vegetation is reduced, the lower the fire intensity when a fire burns through the area.
April 6, 2009

Tip #228

As you continue your spring clean up, think LEAN, CLEAN and GREEN. For those of you who live in an arid region, think LEAN and CLEAN.  

April 20, 2009

Tip #230

Campfire Safety

After you start the fire:

· Keep the campfire small

· Never leave a campfire unattended…a light breeze could quickly cause a fire to spread

· Keep a shovel and water close at hand while a campfire is burning 

April 27, 2009

Tip #231

Campfire Safety

Be sure your campfire is out…dead out

· Drown your campfire with water

· Stir water embers, coals and sticks

· Add more water 

· Stir

· Repeat as needed 

· Use the back of your hand to make sure there is no heat left in the fire ring

· No water…mix soil with the embers and add more soil, if needed, to reduce the heat
May 4, 2009

Tip #232

Charcoal Briquette Safety

· When you are finished using briquettes DUNK ‘em! Don’t sprinkle them

· Soak coals with lots of water…it is surprising how long briquettes can hold heat (can be days)

· Stir coals and soak them again

· Only discard them when the briquettes are cold
May 11, 2009

Tip #233

Memorial Day weekend is fast approaching.  Are you ready?

· Signing done?

· Do you have a news release about current conditions?

· Do you have that staffing for the weekend?

May 18, 2009

Tip #234

Lantern, Stove and Heater Safety (recycled tip)

· Never fill when they are hot…let them cool down

· Place them on a cleared area to fill

· If you have a spill move to a new cleared area to light

· Re-cap and store flammable liquid container in a safe place

· Never light lanterns and stove inside a tent, trailer or camper

· If you must use a stove or lantern inside a tent or trailer, be sure you have adequate ventilation

May 26, 2009

Tip #235
Spark Arrester Safety
It's that time of year when we head to the “hills” to enjoy nature and get away from the heat and city life.   

· Check to make sure your ATV has a working spark arrester

· Check your chainsaw for a working spark arrester

· Check your generator to make sure it has a working spark arrester, and make sure you operate your generator is in an area that is cleared of flammable material

June 1, 2009

Tip #236

Regeneration System Safety

Now, new diesel trucks are equipped with a system that will clean out carbon build up from exhaust systems. Could this be another way for a wildland fire to start when hot carbon is blown from the system as the engine exhaust goes through regeneration? This may be a concern. More on how the regeneration system works next month. 

The new type 6 engine at the Greys River Ranger District is equipped with this clean out system.  
June 15, 2009

Tip #238

Gas Grill Safety

Even though you have grilled for a while, there are a few things to check before you turn the gas on next time.      

· Check the tubes that enter into the burners for any blockage from spider webs, grease, insects or dirt. Clean any blocked pathways that push any debris into the burner

· Make sure the hoses are free of cracks and leaks. Replace if necessary

· Review the owners manual and follow instructions when checking for gas leaks

· If you smell gas don’t use the grill until the problem is fixed

By following these tips, your day will be safer, and you will have taken a step toward fire safety at home and in the wildlands.  

Father’s Day is this Sunday…Let the Grillin’ begin!
June 22, 2009

Tip #239

Yesterday was the first day of summer and in two weeks we will be celebrating Independence Day.  Summer activities are in full swing.  

· Current signs?

· Extra patrols?

· News releases?

· Extra supplies on hand?
June 29, 2009

Tip #240

There is a time and a place for fireworks; however, never on National Forest Lands or other Public Lands. 

Fireworks safety:

· Use fireworks under adult supervision

· Use safe and sane fireworks

· Use fireworks away from dry vegetation

· Dunk spent fireworks in a bucket or barrel of water

· Don’t dispose of fireworks in garbage cans in a garage or close to a structure (last year there was at least one house fire because of this kind of disposal in the Intermountain area)

· Keep people a safe distance away from the lighting area

July 6, 2009

Tip #241

Grinding might be an ignition source in the wildlands. If you have industrial operations on your unit check to make sure permits address grinding operations.
July 13, 2009

Tip #242

In past fire prevention tips I have referred to the “Dog Days of Summer.” What are they? Here are a few things about the “Dog Days of Summer.”  

· The term “Dog Days” was used by the Greeks and by the Romans

· The Dog Days of Summer start July 3 and end August 11 (Old Farmers Almanac) 

· The Dog Days are 20 days before and 20 days after conjunction with Sirius and the sun (the brightest star at night) 

· Webster defines the Dog Days of Summer  as the period between early July and early September (hottest time of year for the Northern Hemisphere)

So, what does this have to do with wildland fire prevention? It’s the hottest time of the year and wildland fire prevention efforts are needed during “Dog Days of Summer.” Some people often become lazy and slow down during the “Dog Days” and we need to nudge people to be fire safe.
July 20, 2009

Tip #243
ABCs for Smokers

· Always smoke in an area cleared of vegetation 

· Be sure your match is out

· Crush your smoke when finished 

· Don’t leave your butt in the wildlands; take it home with you…(your cigarette butt, that is)
July 27, 2009

Tip #244

August 9 is Smokey’s Birthday.  Got Plans?  

He is turning 65.   

August 3, 2009

Tip #245

Smokey’s Birthday is Sunday, August 9…

SO 

Happy Birthday…Smokey!

August 10, 2009

Tip #246

The “Dog Days of Summer” end tomorrow, in case you were wondering.  

Back in June, I had a tip that mentioned “regeneration” and diesel engines.  

Here is some additional information dealing with regeneration.

· Regeneration can happen at any time

· Regeneration will happen more often as diesel engines idle

· Some regeneration unit you have no control on when it happens

· It could happen on a wildland fire incident as an engine is working in dry fuels

· Temperatures at burn out can reach 1200º F

· There is a screen that will help in reducing particle size, but like spark arresters they could malfunction

August 17, 2009

Tip #247

Welding can be a source for ignition.  

· Welding should be done in an area cleared of vegetation (10’ diameter)

· Have water, tools and a fire extinguisher on hand in case a fire is started from welding

· Avoid welding on windy days

· Patrol the area after welding activity
August 24, 2009

Tip #248

National Fire Prevention Week is October 5-9, 2009. Do you have any plans?

August 31, 2009
Tip #249

How time flies!  

· Labor Day weekend is coming  

· Hunting season is starting in some parts of the country 

· The public land users are continuing to gather firewood for the winter  

School is starting or has started and people are heading out for one last family camping trip.
September 28, 2009

Tip #250
Next week is National Fire Prevention Week. Got plans?

Here are a few ideas

· News release reminding people to be safe when using fire

· What to do after having a camp/warming fire (drown, stir, etc)

· Be careful when smoking

· Make sure there is a working spark arrestor on power equipment

· Work on defensible space 

· Radio spots with fire prevention information

· Radio/TV interview
December 14, 2009  

Tip #251
· Remember the basics when it comes to fire prevention.  

· Keep in mind, “What you do is very important.” Outdoors or indoors, fire prevention efforts can save lives.
Best wishes to you during the holidays and enjoy the New Year!

Be safe out there!
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