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Fire Prevention Tips of the Week
March 5, 2007

Tip #130

On Sunday, March 11th, daylight savings time begins (earlier this year because of a bill passed by Congress in 2005). Daylight savings time will end Sunday, November 4th. These are good times to change batteries in your smoke alarms. 

March 12, 2007

Tip #131

Don’t burn on windy days.

· Don’t overestimate your ability to handle burning piles when it is windy

· A wind-driven fire can grow rapidly and if it’s burning uphill, it will spread even faster

· Windy conditions increase spotting potential from embers/sparks

· If the wind picks up don’t be afraid to stop burning. It is better to be safe and finish burning when conditions improve

· Avoid lighting more piles than you have people/equipment/tools/water to handle your project

You don’t want your project to sneak up behind you and burn your backside!

March 26, 2007

Tip #133

There are things to remember about having a home in the wildland/urban interface…you need to keep up on defensible/survivable space. It is not a one-time activity, yet ongoing, as the seasons change.

Warmer weather is here, or soon will be.

It is also time to clear the roof of any winter debris (leaves, limbs etc.) and clean rain gutters so they can do the job they are designed to do.                                                                          

April 9, 2007

Tip #135
Summer isn’t far off. Here is a check list of action items. 

· Are your fire prevention plans updated?

· Signs ordered?

· Have you identified dates and activities when standard news releases will go out?
· Memorial Day weekend

· Campfire safety

· 4th of July Holiday

· Fireworks safety

· Areas closed to fireworks

· Gas Grill safety

· Charcoal grill safety

· Spark arrestor information

· Do you need to work over your fire restrictions plan?

If you have time now, you might want to develop rough drafts for news releases. It might help to have something down early so you don’t have to worry about crunch time later.
April 16, 2007

Tip #136

While you are out cruising around your yard doing the outside stuff (yard work), be sure to look up. Do you need to do some trimming around the roof or chimney? Take time to check the little things and take action. 

· Trim vegetation that could cause a problem.

· Clear flammable material from around the home…dead leaves and vegetation, etc.

· Clean up debris from roof and rain gutters.  

April 23, 2007

Tip #137

Do the trees in your defensible/survivable space need to be pruned? As trees grow the lowest whorl of branches could be pruned each year, or every other year, until they reach the 10 foot clearance. 

April 30, 2007

Tip #138

When was the last time you checked the vegetation growth in your campgrounds? Do you need to trim back any growth around campfire rings?                                                 

May 7, 2007

Tip #139

Memorial Day weekend is fast approaching. Are you ready?
May 14, 2007

Tip #140

Do you have signs out or plan to have fire prevention signs out for the upcoming holiday weekend?
May 29, 2007

Tip #142

If you haul your gas/charcoal grill out to the “Woods” make sure you grill away from trees and other vegetation. You will also want to make sure all hose connections are tight and the burners are in place and secure on the gas grill.                  
June 4, 2007

Tip #143

 Fireworks safety is something that should be revisited this time of year.  

· Fireworks are never legal on National Forest Lands and most, if not all, public lands and other designated areas (towns/cities etc)

· Use fireworks safely; don’t point fireworks at anyone or anything

· Make sure you use fireworks in a safe area

· Make sure that fireworks are legal for your area

· Adult supervision is required when lighting fireworks

· Have a bucket of water to place used fireworks in

· Have a charged water hose close by in case you start a fire

June 11, 2007

Tip #144

There are a few weeks until July 4th.  

· Signs out?

· News releases ready?

· Will you need extra patrols?

· Fire prevention information to hand out to the public?

June 18, 2007

Tip #145

With the longest day of the year approaching, summer time temperatures will be on the rise.  People will be headed for the cooler climate. That, in turn, brings many people to the mountains and that leads to…

· Higher risk of human caused fires

· Spark arresters

· Charcoal caused fires

· Parking on dry grass

· Smoking

· Fireworks

· Evening warming/campfires

· Cooking fires
· People not following a few fire safety rules

· Making sure any fire is out cold

· Watching where they park

· Leaving fireworks at home

· Crushing smokes

· Dunking charcoal in a bucket of water
July 23, 2007

Tip #150

In some parts of the West the fire danger is going up or has reached an extreme level. Many national forests and other public lands (in the West) have some form of fire restrictions. One of the jobs for fire prevention personnel is to make sure the information gets out to the public in the following manner:
· Signing

· News releases

· Public contact

· Bulletin boards

· Trap lines

Once a system is in place a person needs to make sure that the information is up-to-date. Revisit as needed to make any changes for current conditions.  

Our thoughts go out to the family who lost a loved one in the helicopter crash in California on 7/23/2007.
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July 30, 2007

Tip #151

The West continues to burn! For many of us it is crunch time. If you find yourself running and not getting ahead, stop and take a moment to assess the situation. Are human-caused fires still a problem even though there are fire restrictions? We need to:   

· Crank up fire prevention efforts 

· Add patrols in high use areas

· Create trap lines at tourist gathering points

· Have radio interviews

· Have TV news events

· Make one-on-one contacts
August 6, 2007

Tip #152

Smokey will be 63 years old on August 9, 2007!  

Remember Only You…………!

Three words made famous by the bear!

Be safe out there!
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