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Make Sure Your Emergency Water Supply Delivers During a Wildfire


CITY, STATE—The peak wildfire season is nearly here, so it’s a good idea to invest a little time now to establish private water storage for use in the event of a fire emergency. Even a property that has been treated to create a defensible space may not survive a wildfire without an emergency water supply.


Large water storage facilities often are established for new housing developments in order to meet the needs of firefighters. However, cooperation among residents in less- developed neighborhoods may be necessary to develop sufficient water storage to protect homes in the community. A minimum of 2,500 gallons of stored water is recommended for use during emergencies. In cases where a home is isolated from others, the homeowner may not have access to an adequate community water system. Cooperation with neighbors may result in the development of a common emergency water storage facility to provide protection for homes in a designated area. 

It’s important to establish a water supply, even if you must resort to a well. If water does come from a well, experts recommend installing a gasoline-powered generator so firefighters can operate the pump during a power failure.


A homeowner’s most important responsibility when establishing an emergency water supply is visibility and accessibility. Firefighters must be able to locate and make use of the water supply, so an alternative power source for a pump can be critical during a power failure. For specifications on specific outlet, value design and thread requirements, contact your local fire department.


For more information on how to establish an emergency water supply, visit www.firewise.org/, www.colostate.edu/Depts/CSFS or contact your local fire department or AGENCY NAME AND LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION.
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