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South Dakota Governor Gets Tough on Arsonists
Rapid City, SD- South Dakota’s Governor Mike Rounds got tough on arsonists today with his announcement of a $100,000.00 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of anyone setting a fire in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

Black Hills National Forest Supervisor Craig Bobzien said he believes the Box Elder Fire was person-caused. The fire is still under investigation, he said.

Rounds said the confidential toll-free telephone tips line “is our Fire Hotline."

The Fire Hotline is (877) 807-3473.

"Ladies and gentlemen, in the beginning of fire season we have our hands full with 'mother-nature' fires and we don't need to have men or women accidentally or on purpose setting fires in the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota."

"We are going to do our best to cut these fires in half by stopping any [person-caused] fires,” he said.

Rounds said "In 2006 there were one hundred and sixty-two (162) total fires in the Black Hills and seventy five (75) of those were [person-caused]. There were eighty-seven (87) fires caused from 'nature,' primarily lightning,” he said.

In 2007 the fire season has barely begun and we have already had forty-four

(44) fires caused by [people] and thirty four (34) fires caused by 'nature,' primarily lightning, for a total of seventy-eight (78) fires, he said.

“Last year in South Dakota we spent $5.3 million dollars fighting fires. This year, just through the end of July, we have spent $5.4 million dollars fighting these fires."

View the Press Conference video at the following web link: http://web1.streamhoster.com/bhnforest/fire_hotline.mov
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