Public Service Announcements
Information to precede each PSA:

Contact:  Barb Timock, Public Affairs Officer for the Pike-San Isabel National Forest and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands

Phone:  719-553-1400

Kill Date:  

Prescribed Burning Will Take Place (Comanche National Grassland)
The Forest Service wants you to know that a prescribed burn is planned for the blank unit on this date.  The burn will be conducted if weather conditions support safe and effective burning.  Ignition of the blank unit will begin as early as 8:00 am and may continue until 6:30 pm.  A prescribed burn crew of about thirty people will manage and monitor each burn.  Baca County and Las Animas County fire departments may also assist during burn operations.  (79/75 words)

Reduce the Fuel; Prescribed Fire is the Tool (Grassland)
Resource managers use prescribed fire to change the vegetation.  Prescribed fire is a tool used on the Comanche National Grassland and other National Forests and Grasslands throughout the country.  Spring is a good time for prescribed burning on the Comanche National Grassland, new spring growth will help keep soil in place.  Prescribed burning is planned, prepared for and managed.  (75/75 words)

Reduce the Fuel; Prescribed Fire is the Tool (Forest)
Prescribed fire is a tool used on the Pike-San Isabel National Forests and other National Forests and Grasslands throughout the country.  Fuel reduction reduces vegetation hazards in areas near homes.  Resource managers use prescribed fire to change the vegetation.  Prescribed burning is planned, prepared for and managed.  (47/50 words)

Fire is a Tool to Enhance Grazing (Grassland)
Livestock and wildlife can benefit from prescribed fire.  Prescribed fire is a tool used on the Comanche National Grassland and other National Forests and Grasslands.  Spring prescribed burns are timed for new plant growth and spring moisture.  Grazing is another tool used by resource managers to change the vegetation.  Livestock leave behind what is difficult to eat or digest.  Prescribed burning will remove and set back growth of plants livestock leave behind.    (72/75 words)

Fire is a Tool to Enhance Wildlife (Grassland)
Livestock and wildlife can benefit from prescribed fire.  Prescribed fire is a tool used on the Comanche (Cimarron) National Grassland and other National Forests and Grasslands.  Spring prescribed burns are timed for new plant growth and spring moisture.  Prescribed fire renews prairie ecosystems by recycling nutrients released by burning to stimulate new growth in plants.  Grazing is another tool used by resource managers to change the vegetation.  Livestock leave behind what is difficult to eat or digest.  Prescribed burning will remove and set back growth of plants livestock leave behind.  Undesirable plant species include galleta grass, Sand sagebrush, yucca and cedar that thickly cover large areas.  Prescribed burning reduces the amount of the undesirable plants.  This creates habitat for certain ground nesting bird species.  Some birds prefer the fresh blackened ground for nesting in the springtime, such as the Mountain plover.  (141/150 words)

Prevent Careless Human-caused Fire, Support Prescribed Fire (Grassland)
Prescribed burning is planned, prepared for and managed.  Planning for prescribed burning starts a year in advance on the Comanche (Cimarron) National Grassland.  Fire management objectives require a particular set of conditions for burning and a specific type of fire to achieve the desired vegetation response.  Preparing for carelessness has to be done daily.  (52/50 words)

Prevent Careless Human-caused Fire, Support Prescribed Fire (Forest)
Prescribed burning is planned, prepared for and managed.  Planning for prescribed burning starts a year in advance on the Pike-San Isabel National Forests.  Fire management objectives require a particular set of conditions for burning and a specific type of fire to achieve the desired vegetation response.  Preparing for carelessness has to be done daily.  (54/50 words)

Fire is a Tool to Enhance Native (Grassland) Ecosystems

Resource managers study soils, plants and animals to prepare for a prescribed burn.  One of the results of a prescribed burn is to improve the habitat for wildlife.  There are invasive plants on the Comanche National Grassland.  Prescribed burning is timed to set back or eliminate those plants.  Invasive plants may be unfavorable to wildlife and livestock.  Prescribed burning is an important tool the Forest Service uses to enhance the native grassland ecosystem. (73/75 words)

Fire is a Tool to Enhance Native (Grassland) Ecosystems

It is a tool used by resource managers to change the vegetation on the grasslands.  New plant growth takes in nutrients released by fire.  Livestock and wildlife can benefit from eating new plant growth.  Prescribed burning can increase the availability of desirable forage and browse plants.  Prescribed burning is an important tool the Forest Service uses to enhance the native grassland ecosystem. (62/75 words)

