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CONTACT: 
Take Steps Now to Increase Interior Safety during a Wildfire
CITY, STATE—Every year, a fire occurs in one of every 10 homes. If you live in Colorado’s wildland-urban interface, a fire in your home could spark a forest fire. Installing residential sprinkler systems, smoke detectors and portable fire extinguishers can help protect your home, community and the surrounding wildlands from fire.

It usually takes the fire department longer to respond to fires that occur in wildland areas. However, if your home has residential sprinklers installed, the fire will be controlled and often extinguished before fire crews arrive. A sprinkler system also reduces the heat and smoke generated during a fire, creating a safer environment for escape.

Sprinkler systems can be designed for any type of water supply. Many homes built in wildland areas don’t have access to a domestic water supply. Water usually comes from a well, but a water tank can be installed to supply the sprinkler system.

Smoke detectors can also save lives, but need to be properly installed and maintained. Most counties and municipalities require smoke detectors for new structures, and older structures can be retrofitted to accommodate them.

Several types of smoke detectors are available. Some run on batteries, some run on household current and others use household current but have a battery back-up in the event of a power failure. Some smoke detectors only detect smoke, some detect slow, smoldering fires and some detect both.
A smoke detector outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home is required to achieve minimum protection. Check to make sure everyone sleeping in your home can hear smoke detector alarms with bedroom doors closed.

Smoke detectors are not recommended for kitchens, bathrooms or garages where cooking fumes, steam or exhaust could set off false alarms. Also avoid using them in attics and unheated spaces where humidity and temperature changes might affect their operation.  

Because smoke rises, detectors should be mounted high on a wall or on the ceiling. Wall-mounted units should be installed 4-12 inches from the ceiling and ceiling-mounted units should be installed at least 4 inches from the nearest wall.

Test smoke detectors weekly and replace batteries twice a year—when you set your clock forward and back, change the smoke detector batteries. Many battery-powered smoke detectors chirp when their battery power is low.
Smoke detectors should also be cleaned at least once a year, because dust and cobwebs can reduce their sensitivity to smoke.
-more-

The life expectancy of smoke detectors, regardless of type or manufacturer, is about 10 years. If smoke detectors in your home are older than 10 years, they should be replaced immediately.

Portable fire extinguishers provide the best defense against a small fire, but are not intended to fight large or spreading fires. All fire extinguishers are labeled using standard symbols for the class of fires they can put out. A red slash through any of the symbols indicates that the extinguisher cannot be used on that class of fire.

Portable extinguishers are also rated for the size of fire they can handle. Normally, an extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2A-10B:C is recommended for each floor level. The larger the number, the larger the fire the extinguisher can put out. Although higher-rated models will extinguish larger fires, they often are heavier, so it’s important for the operator to hold and operate the extinguisher before purchasing one.

Install extinguishers in plain view, above the reach of small children, near an escape route and away from stoves and heating appliances.
Remember that extinguishers must be recharged after every use, unless they are disposable, and then they can only be used once. All extinguishers require routine maintenance, so be sure to read the operator’s manual so you know how to have them inspected and serviced.

Although smoke alarms alone can cut in half the risk of dying in a home fire, everyone who resides in the home has to know what to do when they go off. First, draw a floor plan of your home and mark two ways out of every room, then decide on the best escape routes. Pick an outside meeting place, preferably in front of your home, and tell everyone to meet there after they’ve escaped so you can count heads and tell firefighters if anyone is trapped inside.

 Even if everyone seems to have the escape routes memorized, it’s important to practice the plan at least twice a year to make sure exit drills are realistic. Pretend that some exits are blocked by smoke or fire and practice using alternative escape routes. Practice is essential, because there’s no time to lose in a fire emergency.
In the event of a real fire emergency, remember to test doors before opening them. If a door is warm, use another escape route. If the door is completely cool, put your shoulder against it and open it slowly. Be prepared to quickly slam it shut if you see smoke or flames on the other side.
Crawl low under smoke. Heat rises and carries smoke with it, so air is cooler and cleaner near the floor during a fire. If you encounter smoke, try another escape route. If you must exit through the smoke, crawl on your hands and knees and keep your head close to the floor.

If your clothes catch fire, stop, drop and roll—and be sure to cover your face.

If there is a fire, react immediately. Don’t try to rescue possessions or pets—and never go back inside a burning building. Call the fire department from a neighbor’s phone or a call box after you’ve escaped. When reporting the fire, give your address, name, closest cross street and directions if you live in an area that is difficult to find.
Following this simple advice can help save lives and property and keep our forests and wildlands healthy for future generations. 

Contact your local fire department or AGENCY NAME AND LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION to learn more interior safety during a fire.
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