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Emergency Access during Wildfires Helps Save Lives and Property

CITY, STATE—Many areas in Colorado are dry and ready to burn. Despite firefighters’ best efforts, a property that lacks emergency access may be lost if a wildfire occurs. Firefighters are racing against time when trying to protect property and stay out of harm’s way. In situations like this, details are critical.    


As a first step in protecting your property, community and surrounding natural resources, the Colorado State Forest Service recommends that you clearly mark your property by printing visible house numbers and street names on fire-resistant signs. Both are vital for firefighters in their efforts to locate and protect homes.  


Streets should be wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicles arriving in one direction, while homeowners in their vehicles are fleeing the scene.
Turnouts for passing on narrow mountain roads can help alleviate congestion. Every bridge should offer ample support for the size and weight of a fire truck and long driveways should have a space large enough to accommodate emergency vehicles that may need to turn around.   


If you live in the wildland-urban interface, don’t be caught by surprise. Assess your property and emergency routes to your home. Streets in and out of your property should be at least 20 feet wide to allow enough space for two lanes of traffic. Obstacles such as narrow streets, sharp curves and long, steep driveways may delay the arrival of firefighting equipment and cost you your home.  

For more information about how to ensure access to your home, visit www.firewise.org or contact your local fire department regarding questions on road construction and emergency vehicle requirements. 
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