
I n  Apr i l ,  s tate and federal  agenc ies 
par tnered to present  the th i rd annual 
Nebraska Wild land F i re Academy at  For t 
Robinson State Park near Crawford,  NE.  The 
academy offered e ight  Nat ional  Wi ldf i re 
Coordinat ing Group courses :  S130/S190/
L180 Bas ic  Wi ld land F i ref ighter,  S131 
Advanced F i ref ighter,  S230 Single Resource 
(Crew Boss ) ,  S231 Engine Boss,  S290 
In termediate Wild land F i re Behavior,  P310 
F i re Prevent ion Educat ion Team Member and 
RT130 Annual  F i re l ine Safety Refresher.  The 
courses  were prov ided at  a very low cos t , 
jus t  $30 per person ,  and were presented 
main ly on weekends to accommodate the 
work sc hedules  of  vo lunteer f i ref ighters . 

Over a n ine-day per iod,  178 hours  of  t ra in ing 
were completed.  At tendees inc luded 191 
f i ref ighters  f rom 9 f i re depar tments,  f ive 
s tate agenc ies,  Chadron State Col lege and 
four  federal  agenc ies .  A l so at tending were 
local ,  s tate and federal  f i ref ighters  f rom 
Colorado,  Montana,  Nor th  Dakota,  South 
Dakota and Wyoming.  Numerous photos  of 
the academy are avai lable on the Nebraska 
Fores t  Ser v ice home page at  www.nfs .un l .
edu and on Facebook at  www.facebook.
com/NebraskaWildlandFireAcademy.

The academy again benef i t ted great ly from 
the suppor t  of  the Panhandle communi ty. 
Many local  agenc ies  and ent i t ies  contr ibuted 
t ime,  funding and fac i l i t ies .Those ent i t ies 
inc luded the Crawford F i re Depar tment , 
Crawford Publ ic  Sc hools  and the For t 
Robinson State Park ,  in  addi t ion to many 
pr ivate bus inesses.



I n teragency suppor t  for  the academy also grew th i s  year.  Agenc ies  involved wi th  the 
academy inc luded the Nebraska Fores t  Ser v ice,  U.S.DA Fores t  Ser v ice-P ine R idge Ranger 
Dis t r i c t ,  Nebraska State F i re Marshal  Train ing Div i s ion ,  Nat ional  Park Ser v ice,  Nat ional 
Weather Ser v ice,  the  Nebraska Game & Parks  Commiss ion and the Nebraska Soc iety of 
F i re Ser v ice Ins t r uc tors .

P lann ing for  the four th  annual  academy i s  a l ready underway.  For t  Robinson State park 
was again a grac ious  hos t  and has set  as ide Apr i l  9-17,  2011,  for  next  year ’s  academy.  
P lans  inc lude increas ing the number of  courses  offered and expanding the curr icu lum to 
inc lude prescr ibed f i re,  f i re prevent ion and pump operat ions  courses.  Courses  wi l l  a l so be 
offered in  a var iety of  ways to a l low f i ref ighters  f rom other areas  of  the s tate to at tend 
whi le cut t ing t ravel  requirements .  Informat ion regarding plans  for  fu ture c lasses  wi l l  be 
avai lable on the Nebraska Fores t  Ser v ice webpage and the NWFA page on Facebook.


